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Life as It Is Seen in a G Street

Boarding House.

HTJMAtf ODDITIES ARE THERE

All TyitMSh of UstHUtnltj Found, From
tJe te tlie Crazy Imon-to-r

The Oosottel and lilt, Chances
of AtMrrjHR Headless umii "!
Jier Le Affair.

WMSfatagton has bten aptly named "the
ciu of boarding booses " fit term was
not mtoapfdied, for nowbere i this broad
laud can toe found a place of' its stws and
population where there are so many cheap

hosleMes Commencing with Uie tow priced
lodging bouses tmfetg First street awl B

street, wear die CaiHtol Park, w here beds

can be bad for fifteen cents jhjt ntghi, tlie
scale continues upward from ?S per week
boarding house to tttoee with high sound-ln- g

names where the weekly rate is any-

where from $6 to $12
Tbe cheap boardiug bouse is this cMy

te a veritable human menagerie, where
nien and women of almost every too wn con

duion Meek asylum The types of humanity
in those hasheries are almost as varied as
Uie leaves of autumn A Times man ft ho

8Mut one week in a boarding bouse obG
etreet, where Che rale is ?t for that iKjriod
of time, had an opportunity of studying the
several types of the buniatt fatuity coiejre--ur- a

4feee adtt ttoelr oddities and dwpoei
Uuns

XVbat, a medley was presented at Uie

dinner table or in toe parlor alter tea,
wben one of tbe female boarders essayed

to entertain the cotnpau) by playing on
tbe ancient piano The Sidewalks of New

lork" or tbe more popular and more re
cent Washington Times Maw" When
they were seated about Uie apartment,
each busy mating bis or ber pet tiauuetna
tion or vagary, that was tbe time to read
and studs them, last as a schoolboy
would study the risers, mountains and
i nuntrie In tits geography

The landlady a busy and hurtling liUie
woman wbo first saw the light of day

in historic "Old Virgioiis," bad a keen
eve for business and never missed an op
portuuity to add freaks or cbaracteri. to her
m nagerte Her shingle was nailed to the
cuter wall It a a black sheet of Ua
about three feet square, on which were
eraulacectea In letters of sMuing gold.

t HOAttBRS
: y (tt Day, W r Moath.
: TtBStMS REASOXABCE.

HOB LAKBL.ADT

She was a motherly old lady, wlttt d

spectacles and a full stock of en-

ergy, and rcferrwi endearingly to the
boardersa tier family Perhaps few women
tins de of the shades of Jerusalem could
boast of ucb a variegated and picturesque
household Old, young, ftiort, and tail,
shni, fat, igtjorant, and wife, pretty and
some as ugly a mud fence struck bv light-niii- g

Tbe king bee of the "family " and
the landlady s confidential advifer, was
a portly old feBow from Missouri, w bo was
known as the "Colonel" MJe pate was
as bald and fttiny a an arctic iceberg-- ,

while bis round and rotund region above
thf waist, could cardy nave been mistaken
f..r ttoe inodel twm wiica old Punch was
f.ibhioued

The colonel always wore an air of im-

portance, or tee be assumed It on entering
the bonce, and bis fellow boarders re
tared hnu in the light of the major domo
of the estaMhnauent He came here ten
y ars ago to secure tbe passage by Congress
of his wardaira for several thousands of
d iilan He ie now awaiting the coming

f the new Cougrese, and living in bope
lii fact, as tbe book agent exprefwd it
iu the parlor tbe other nigt,4be has been
h ig on hope, surpickm and credit eer
since cue close of Che w ar "

The eokmel te a good story teller, and
maintains a degree of popularity in the
G street boarding house large! on that
score Be also claims to tie well posted
on aU matter- s- sort of human encyclo

as it were and for that reason,
too be is eourted by his fellow-boarde-

Id addition to these attainments be knows
all about every public man from Ananias
to Grover Cleveland, and dabbles with the
utmost sang froid in their peculiarities
and strong point," a favorite pet phrase
of his

The colonel and the old Virginia landlady,
to use an old-tim- saw, ar "as thick as two
peas te a pod" MMk rumor has it that lie
will soon wipe out his big board bill by be
coming ner better half, which will result
in his promotion to manager of her estab-
lishment.

Next to the colonel m importance te a
tall and acrawny old maid She wears cork-

screw ringlets about Iter forehead and a
farawa, dreamy expression. The ex-

pression, no doubt, refers to many lost
opportunities in her blooming youth Site
ie not young any longer The clock of
time has tolled at least forty yearly tolls
since tier pale, blue eyes first belield the
genial sunlight She lias long been

In one of tbe Departments in a minor
position Being of a thrifty disposition
she deposits nearly all of ner salary eiery
month In a savings bank

Tbe old maid is def peratelv in love with
the intpecunioue book agent, a little red
beaded fellow, w bo has to hurtle early and
late to earn enough money to pay bis week-

ly board bill He is not averfe to the old
maid's suit, but It is tbe current opinion
of the otbet boarders that hie love current
runs more rtrongly to tbe d.rection of her
pile in tbe bank than it does toward ber
fluttering heart and hopeful affection
Tbe act tbat tbere is a big wad of "long
greens" in tbe background may bring-abou-

a wedding in the near future
BOOK AGEKT DISCOURAGED

The book agent bbuself ie in bard luck
Times are dull, be fays, and peojile are
notgoing to invest iurue"IjifeofKapoteon,"
or "Tales of tbe Bca," wben they haven't
the nionei to tra v round steak, new potatoee,
or four cent bread Consequently he Jr look-itigf-

an opportunity, and tbeold maidwith
Iter bank account Is Uw bert one in sight
Be will no doubt seine it

Next on tbe list of queers is a pale
young man, who ekes out an existence
in some inecarious manner. lie oocupieu
an attic room at $1 26 per week, does not
take bis meals at the house, and wears good

" store clothes Thb young fellow is an
apium Send Tbe excesive use of this
deadly drug has dulled all his finer sens!
buiUes, and he does not care for tbe
company of ladies or any form of amuse-
ment that is common to mankind in
srdmary The opium pipe and "dope"
combine to form Uie god of bis worship.
In his attic room is a complete layout

--tot opium smoking, and frequently during
the night tbe bouse Is fitted with Uie
sickening fumes of tbe
drug. This young man Is always as iiale
as a statue and a shaky an an asten.

"He Is following tbe pace that kilts, and
some morning his lifeless remains wiH be
found In bed, and the coroner will give a
certificate which will read "Accidental
fl iih overdose of opium."

,ADttr mih ctiaraiur wh m Id f to
Us w.U"Uiuwn oil tliL struts r "Washing

ton, Is an old fellow with spindle shank
legs and"ivery"l6orpdkntbodj. lie is
known as "the tlocior," Tills peculiar old
man Is said to be a mWor He manufactures
medicines In bis third story room and ped-
dles tbe stuff about town Ills principal
customers are colored people, who buj his
"Rheumatism Killer" and "Fever and
Ague Drops" The doctor is as stiugj
as an Arab shtik The other boarders de-

clare tbe queer looking, iron bound, heav-
ily padlocked trunk in --his room is nearly
full of monej of eerj denomination from
pennies to $100 bills

Tbe old fellow makes all his own cloth
Ing, principally in warm weather, from
salt sacks, which lie purchases from a
wholesale groctr on Pennsyhanla aenue
He pass a reduced rate for his board, as
be onlj eats one meal a da. Tills one
Is dinner, and the landlady says he is

the first one at the table and the last
to leave He deours enough food at that
meal to last him twenty four hours The
oni wonder is tbat he haB the stomachic
capacity for such a mass of meats, brtad,
veegtables, pie, et cetera The landlady
says she Is going to get rid of him lie is
tbe human hog in the G Mnet menagerie
and a losing in est merit to the house.

MYSsTKKOUS STRANGER

A tall, nervous Individual, with pallid
face and full black beard, came to tbe G'
street house lite other day and engaged
board lie remained In his room most of
the time, and whenever tlie doorbell rang
he would come pittur pattering in his slip
pered feet to the head of the stairs and
peer eagerly at the door until he
had seen tbe person ivho pulled
the bell and heard w hat they bad to say
After remaiuing in the house three days,
always acting in a mysterious and suspl
clous manner, he suddenly disappeared on
the third night after receiving a telegram
The following morning two keen, briary
looking men called to see thenerv ous Strang
er They w ere detectiv es Ho was wanted
iu Pennsylvania for forgery and false pre-
tenses

Not tbe least interesting picture In tills
album of oddities on shad G btrett. was a
6hv and coy maiden who earns n living dur-
ing the fall and winter months bj doing the
heav) standaround act in thelocal theaters,
or what is termed 'extra ladv," or female
super During tite summer, it is a matter
of 'catch as catch can" with hor. Her last
summer engagetueiit was wltli a sideshow
at Coney Island, ft here she plav ed the star
part or headless lady in an aggregation of
freaks and curios She hah a rather pretty
face, especially wbeuilisnradeupin behind

fashion Her hair is golden,
aud her form rather statuesque It is said
lilts vivacious voung ladv gave up her Coney
Island engagement to come to "U ashiugtoi.
aud prepare for her wedding. Deing touched
ou that subject she re idled naivelv

"es, tbe headless lady is going to
wed the Coney I!&nd India rubber man "

Then site broke Into a merry peal of
laughter and da --bed up stairs, two steps
at a time, singing at the top of her
voice

'I want a man
I waut a man
I want a mansion in the skies "

This gay young female has a number of
male callers and the day must be au ex-
ceedingly rainy or 6tormr one that does
not find her at one of tbe river resorts,
the central figure of an admiring circle
of dudes. Tbe freak she ie going to wed
is a rather handsome fellow, but his
skin is loose and flabby, and the hun
dreds of spectators who pay 10 cents
each to enter tbe tent where he 1 on
exhibition, take infinite delight in to 1 zing
a aeetiou of bis epidermis, pulling it
outward and then letting it flj back like
a rubber band The headless lady is a
giddy e reature and hat, aireadj succeeded
In getting all the male boa roe r in love
with ner, but she declares she will be
loyal to her India rubber man, until they
are made one by due process of law

HER SON A BAILOR
Among the patbeUe pictures in the

boarding bouse ie a venerable lady,nearlv
SO year of age She is tbe mother of a
young naval attache wbo is on the for-
eign station He pa ye ber exjienses and
an extra amount to a colored woman for
attending to her wants Tbe poor old roul,
ber tbougbts are all about ber boy wbo is
so far awa v, railing in one of the white
cruisers over the botom of old .Uantic
She is in oonetaut fear tbat she may die
while be is yet in foreign land? This old
lady is connected with oue of tbe moet
aristocratic famines in tbe South

Another female with a fad Fide to her
life s ftory i6 a tad ejed woman, not more
than 28 years oe age Her e is lLdeed a
pathetic case. Not manv jeare ago a
buoyant oung clerk in one of the Govern
meut departments, as pretty as a spring
morning, she Ml in love ftitb a handfoine
dary-eye- clerk in tbe tame deiiartmcnt.
Their love was mutual, and she had hoped
tbat they would be married and end their
days together

One da j, however, lie dropped from his
pocket a letter, jus as he was leaving
the parlor after having spent the evening
ft ilh her. After his departureshe found the
missive, and, woman like, she read it.
The letter was from htewjfe in Illinois
and after addressing him in tbe most en
dearing terme, begged that lie send a larger
remittance from bis salary on pay day, as
Uie baby was in need of several articles of
dress, and little Fred's shoes w ere entirelj
norn out.

Tbe contents proved too much for the de
celved young woman. She burst into tears,
and reUred to her room, where her heart-
broken soils could be heard all night. She
did not leave ber apartment until the police
ambulance called to take her to St. Eliza-
beth Insane Asylum, a maniac. Under Uie
skillful treatment of Dr, Godding and his
assistants, ber mental equilibrium was
partial! restored, and her married sister
pa j s ber expenses in Uie G street boarding
bouse She te, however, a tottering wreck;
a living, yet half dead, picture of man's
duplicity -

THE STUET TAKIRS
A pair of gaudily attired street fakirs

present another v lew In this $i per week
museum of humanity They each carry
tourists' satchels strapped about their
shoulders, and as tlie old coloucl expressed
it, are gifted with "tlie cheek of a team of
lions " These young men sell little square
cakes of white soap, which are "labeled
' Magic Cleanser Tor removing stains,
grase spots," etc It Is simply the ordinary
every-da- laundry soap, purchased from
a nearby grocery and cut up Into small
squares Tbee are perfumed with one
drop of bergamot on each square, and are
then neatly wrapped in a small circular of
primed directions and a piece of tin foil
They are falsely represented to possess
wonderful cleansing properties and retail
at 10 cents each One ordinary cake of
laundry soap at a cost of 5 cents can be
converted into nearly $2 worth of squares
of "Magic Cleanser"

These two fakirs are Inveterate gamblers,
and after they have raised a stake on their
fraudulent wares, go across the Long
Bridge and play the races or buck the
tiger in some of the gambling resorU.
in lawless Jackson City. The are prime
favorites with the headless lad , and w ere
it not for her infatuatiim for the man of
rubber, Ibere might have been a match
between her and the tall fakir, who wears
a cream-colore- d suit and a bright cherry
red band about his straw hat.

Tlie old pensioner Is another object of
interest. He pays three months board in
advance every pension pay day, and is
thereafetr mortally broke until his net
quarterly check is received. This old
fellow tells some remarkable war stories,
which, It true, would place him In the
nkh"orheroeswltbNap )Ieon,iIadAnthonv
Wnvnc fltld nlhnr relPhriHt nt thn cm .It

j ojd fury dajs of. war.
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Need Not Be Confined to the Old

and Beaten Tracks.

SOME PRAO IOAL POINERS

Story of an Eastern "Who la
Enriiln,; a Good Llv ing In Cnllfornlu.
Ulnth Wlilcli District Girls Can Fol-
low Experience of Some "Wbo Uav o

iludo Great! Ilitn.

There are all sorts of ways of killing a
cat besides banging it So there are all
manner of ways for a woman of pluck
and energj to make a living, aud a good
one at that, entlrel outside of the beaten
tracks

If one has a notion to stick absolutely
to the old methods and eke out a possible
living through the time honored channels
of teaching, governesslng, sewing or go-

ing through the soul harrowing experi-
ences tbat usuall fall to the lot of those
who elect to let themselves out for the
princel sum of $10 or $15 a month, to be
bully ragged out of health and temper as
companions, there is nothing to be said, no
adv Ice to be offered

Nothing short of actual experience and
nine times out of ten of absolute failure
attending Vm experiments will suffice for
such persons The must learn through
the hardest of all schools experience-bef- ore

they are willing to even listen to
an thing others with a wider, more ex-

tended opportunities may have to say on
the subject

Somewhat less thin a year ago I met in
one of the beautiful health resorts on tho
Pacific coast a bright woman who at tint
time was staying at the same hotel, re-

cuperating from a severe illness Her hus-
band and children were with her, and ap
p irently the worldlv affairs of the fam-

il, while not such as to rink them In the
list of millionaires, were such as to make
them able to enjo at least the comforts
of life

The were Eastern people, and up to
the time that the woman married the
joung lawer she had never known what
it was to do the slightest thing in the way
of work for herself Tampered, petted
and brought up in wealth and luxury, she
cast In her lot with the mm she loved
and went with him to make their home in
the far Avest Their fortunes had been
during tbe years of their married life of
the most fluctuating de&criptlon

When I met the bright and attraetive
woman there was even at that time all
unknown to nic a cloud no bigger than a
man's hand 'looming up in the horizon,
If she dreamed tint sueh was the case she
bravely withheld all sueh knowledge from
me and gave not the slightest sign to out-
siders

Quite recently there came a letter from
her all the way across the continent that
not only goes to prove that woman can
make her living out of the beaten track;
but that she can make ablg success of it
without the least capital to start on

As the plan operated in this cafe is quite
as applicable to "Washington or any of
the large elties of the East, and is indeed
far belter adipted to tucceed hero than
elsewhere, sueh portion of the letters as
relates to it, will be given for the bene
fltof any woman who has been or who ma
belu some Tuture time throw n upon her own
resources

DE4D BROKE
"We have never been rolling in wealth,

but just before we returned here from ,
we learned the pleasautnews that oursmall
but sure competency was a thing of the
past, aud we were left absolutelj not
relativel sans nionev, sans home, sans
ever thing, in fact, that is usuall con
sldered essential to the continuance of life
In vulgar parlance, wew ere broke strapped
So we packed our trunks and came on s

place, stayed with a friend until wo
could hunt up some rooms, and having
found two that answered the description
of neat, but not gaudy, in a business block,
set up life again

"All da I am soothed b the yowls of
"women learning to sing, 'Save the Mark,'
and the turn ti turn ti fi fo furn of creatures
learning to play the piano, together with
the soul stirring bcrapes and squeaks of an
amateur violinist, who should rightly be
committed to an insane as lum

"Well to go on Do you want to hearall
about if One room is the fitting room
in front of a big screen and In a large
packing box at the end of the dm
ing room reposes the kitchen This
latter is an oil rtove, a few skillets and
a shelf of priceless china plates which
cost five cents, and cups, two for a quarter
A small square table outside of the front
door furnishes the antechamber where
my crowding jostling guests wait their
turn for admittance into the triune apart-
ment

"And now what do you think my pro
fession is' I can best convey to you the
intelligence through the medium of a tiny
anecdote which came near proving the
death of my dear husband I engaged a
stnall negro boy to come and see me on
business He came while I was out and
not remembering my name asked m d

for 'De lady what did de caterii
busincEB '

"Yes, that It is it, I am In 'do catcrin'
business This has been evolved gradually
from A person In reduced circumstances'

if you can call that 'reduced' which Is
absolutely indistinguishable or visible to
the naked eye w ho did some not altogether
bad work with pen and ink, dinner cards,
&c ; then decorator for which I really
have a knack, the 'A gentlewoman' to
oversee the proper serving of entertain
mculs, then 'Experienced cook' to go to
houses and Teign supreme in the kitchen
and get up menus and cook the wonderful
croquettes and cream, the elusive sweet
bread, put deviled lobster in n tissue
entree dish and glorify it by the name of
'Ncwburg,' and keep a watchful ee on
the two legged things they dignifv by the
name of waiters, who will, under loud
mouthed protestations, wear a cap and
apron, rebelling against it the while as
a bad,je of servitude '

"These latter tr me sorely at times At
one house the mistress simply told the
servants that they could do one of two
things mind me or leav e the place

"For these services I get $3 for a lunch-
eon and the same sum for a dinner $3 for
all night work at big functions, $5 a da
for decorating from earl morning until the
wee small hours "Well, upon the whole, it
Is interesting work, lets one in for a Bide of
human nature one w ould not otherwise see.
It's amusing in a way, but tends to make
one cynical, except that I am not built that
way.

ItUNNING A COTILLION.
"I made 400 favors and got up a supper

for 200 people for the swell Cotillion Club
bore, quite recently . My greatest difficulty
in this respect lies in try ing to get something
new, and evolve novel ideas The people
are so afraid of doing anything original
it takes all the firmness of which 1 am
capable to carry things through.

I have a number of orders ahead for some
luncheons, another cotillion, and then some
big balls Do try and keep your eyes open
for ideas and send them to me on a postal
if you do not bav e tlmo for anything else "

Miss Mulocli wrote long ago a very

charming story of 4,A4Bmve Lady," but
rinht. hero In tho ncliml world of to dar

is being lived out each ally quite as inter
esting n story of a Tirave w onian of the
present day and gcneratldn What she did,
what; she is doing ndw to earn her living
until her husband's lawipractico assumes
a bodily existence suffitient to care for
her and the children,! any bright energetic
woman in the District, as elsewhere, can
do with even far mora gratifying results

"There is a great big field open right
here Jn "Washington fonsqmu woman who
will undertake during the season to over-
see the cooking and serving of luncheons
and dinners, to cook those same herself
if need be, and to investthe entertainments
with novel ideas in the matter of decora-
tions and serving There is one colored
woman w ho does a rushing big business at
this sort of thing during the seabon, whose
time is engaged weeks ahead and whose
energies are taxed to their utmost to ktep
up with the orders that fairly pile up at
her door Her patronage is of the most
fabhlonable description, and to secure
her services is considered an advance agent
of success for the entertainers

This being tbe case there is no reason
why some bright, energetic young woman
with a talent, real or acquired, lor cook-
ing should not enter the field It Is n largo
one There is room for half a dozen at
least, and there is money in it for each
and all, Tor some young woman, especially
if she happens to have any traditions of
past and gone glory iu the way of "family "
as a backer, there is a chance for a howling
success

GIVE UP TEACHING
Try it girls Be done with teaching-wrestl- ing

with the young idea is far loo
wearing on the nerves and pays far too
little for the amount of brain and physical
endurance expended thereon Turn your
attention to eooking and serving luncheoiA
and dinners for tho fashionables There
is moue in it What if those same fashion-
ables should look down upon you'

What need you care as long as you
secure tho orders and payment therefor
Ihe opinion of the fashionables is of very
little consequence anyway to a man or
woman wbo has her living to make The
fashionables hold no tpecial cinch on the
heaven of today or hereafter Ue them
for all they are worn in tho way of finally
allowing you to retire on a competency
They nre, after all, very well in their
way, If you happen to under
stand Just how to meet them on their
own ground and see just what that way Is
There is no use In going into any sueh
work as herein outlined with the idea that
however proficient ou will enjoy an
immunity rromsiiubsandat times morilf ing
and trying experiences

There arc 6nobs the world over, and there
ilw a swill be Tor that matter If there were
not, probably ono would never appreciate
what It istocomoincontactw'th thoroughly
well bred people, whose position is so se
cure tli it the have no qualms about ac-

cording the just meed of rank to oihcre,
who unfortunatel belong to that large
family of ' has beens " That snobs should
exist is undoubtedly nature's plan of equa-

tions in the social sphere I

It was not so many years, ago that a per
feet epidemic of broke out
in Washington among the 'decayed gen
tlewomen" of the District It was quite
the rage for Eeveral persons to make cake
for tho rich and faEhifnable of society
and it paid eo well that tbe leading adveu
turers in this field wore; enabled to hire
several stout armed vomen to do all the
manual w ork of beating up cggB and mix
ing the ingredients One of the decaved
gentlewomen" even instituted radical re-

forms in her kitchen, bud built in an oma
tour baker s oven

At the present time tbere are sev eral
women dependiug upon their own efforts
for a llv Ing who manage to eke out thatliv-in- g

by making cake and putting i ppreserves
What militates largely again.it success i
many of these cases is tbe fact that Uie cake
makers aim only to do such work forithe
coterie of their especial friends, deeming
It something perfectly awf 4l to bav e any
Intelligence of their work be nuieed abroad
among the v ulgar herd

If you are going to be a med of working
for your living, keep out of it altogether
Don't live Cease to exist from sheerinanl
tion, and tbe world will be well rid of vou
Whatever vou do, don't allow yourself that
absurdity of being ashamed of it That is
not only nonsensical, It is absolutely vul
gar

If you start out with any such ideas of
boing ashamed of your work or of the
fact tint vou are compelled to work for
your living, you v ill have a lhard time
of it. Before you get through you will get
laughed at and ridiculed from Hudson Bay
to the Gulf of Mexico, and from the Atlantic
to the Pacific Don t be ashamed about
anything in connection with your work
It never has succeeded yet when such has
been the state of the case, and thank heaven
it never will

WASHINGTON WOMAN S SCHEME
Thpre was a Washington woman who

went to the World's Fair and striking out
in a new line, made a fine paying thing
of the experiment. She was a Southern
woman, born and brought up among slaves,
with several of her very own to do every
thing but actually breathe for her It
happened in late years that fortune and
she fell out and were so sadlv at odds that
it became a positive necessity for her to
work for her living

A Government office was not to be ob
tained eave for a Ehort period w hen there
was a great pressure of work to be accom
plished Then she tried keeping boarders
They ate her fairly out of houee and home
Then she rallied and tried renting rooms,
but somehow that failed and she w as about
at her wits end when the World's Fair
began to engage every one s attention

Some how she drifted to Chicago and
secured work of some clerical nature
in the Administration building Her
health was not strong and the w ork w a6

about killing her when somehow there
popped into her headjonefine day an Idea
which she follow ed up to Euch prac-

tical good tbat even now she is making
a good living out of it As the Idea w as not
patented it can be used by others if eo de
sired, since it was nothing more nor less
than tie making of a Maryland band
beaten biscuit

Being a Southerner, the Washington wo
man knew to perfection just how these
beaten biscuits should be made, ard, there
fore, when her first supply was ready she
put them on sale at several of the eating
houses in the World's Fair grourds Then,
ns the call for them increased she w idened
the field of her operations and placed them
on sale elsewhere outfeldejof the grounds
In the meantime, otpourpc, she had pur
chaoed a biscuit making machine and hired
a slout woman to do the work As the basi-nes- s

increased she made a regular business
arrangement with several of the bakers
in Chicago, and at last accounts was on
the fair road to attaimng a fortune out of
the sale of those Maryland biscuits

Still another business for the plucky,
go ahead joung woman to succeed in in
this city is that of profebsional duster of
fine china and bricabrac Ihere are In
Washington any number of elegant houses
w here the dusting of the brie a brae cannot
be trusted even to the most careful servants,
and which, as it consumeb so much of the
hostess valuable time, is an annoyance
which bho would gladly shift from her
own shoulders to those of a really com
petentperson, such as a professional duster,
with the proper credentials, would prove
herself This plan has also been tried
with success in New York There is no
reason why it should not be successful in
this city, where no pioneer has ns yet
trod the primeval forests of the fashionable
domain. GLORIANA GAD kLOUT.
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Thrilling Experiences in Learning

to Ride a Bicycle.

WHEN SHE HAD THE WOBBLES

Glorlana. Gadabout ToIIh of Her First
Attempts to Go Alone Pestered by
tho Advlco of Fricudw Sho llnd to
"Ivcop On" Caution About
Lotting Go tbo Ilandlo Hard.

Did you ever ride the bicycle9 Did you
ever try to do so' Between riding and try
ing to do so there is a whole world of dif-

ference, Between the two there lies a con-

tinent of experiences, au ocean of mishaps,
a Rocky Mountain chain of falls and tum-

bles, seas and floods of inward trepidation
and silent, unshed tears.

If you have ever ridden the bicycle
you know all about It If you are only Just
trying you think you know all abuut if,
whereas In reallt you know notning
whatev er hav e not, in fact, cv en the faint-
est conception Therein lies the difference

When you really start in earnest to learn
to ride you have revelations, you start,
you move, you seem to feel the thrill of
life, etc , and in an instant, regardless
of the solemn mystery with which the se
crets of nature are usually shrouded, the
entire planetary system suddenly spreads
out before your astonished gaze, You
take a header, and, lo, In an instant crea-

tion is revealed
There are other things besides the mvs-terl-

of nature that are reve Ued in light-

ning flnshes lo you when you really start
in to learn to rldo the bicycle You learn
for one thing that you are an arrant cow-

ard It is mortifying, but true nevertheless
ANOTHER KIND OF NERVE

You may have the nerve to walk up to
the cannon's mouth or to take part In all the
exigencies of war It matters not "When

it comes to making those first efforts to ride
the bicycle you stand revealed to yourself
the most ignominious coward in exist-
ence The fact that you carefully try to
conceal this fact does not In any degree de
tract from its truth

The fact that you can nerve yourself up
to walking around a spooky house in the
dead of nkjht w hen the rest of the household
are securely shut up in their respective
rooms will not avail to remove the stigma
of cowardice

Perhaps it is a very different species
of braverv required in learning to overcome
Uie ups and dow us of the wheel I should
be glad to really think 30 U is not pleas
ant, ev en to one's self, to be dubbed a cow-an- d

ebpeciall when ou happen to be a
woman aud have a fine scorn of those of
your bisters who scream and go intoamatcur
hysterics whenever a poor little hungry
mouse chances to frisk its tail iu bight over
tbe chairboard of a reom

"W hen v ou hav eschooled yourself to regard
the antics of that mouse without even so
much as making a wild, furtive grab at
your skirts, you have every right to set
yourself up in your owu mind as a person
of pronounced braverv It is all the more
unpleasant, therefore, to be called down
from your lofty estate through the medium
of the wheel

Even body Is riding the blccle Nearly
ever body owns one NotMo own, or at
least not to ride the wheel, is to be counted
a back number quite out of the swim
Now if there is one thing more than an-

other which the new woman desires to
carefully eliminate from the volume of
her daily life, it is that possible stigma of
a back number It therefore follows that
every up to date woman must have the list
of her accomplishments swelled by tbe
ability to ride the wheel

ADVICE TO BEGINNERS

If the question of temperature Is to be
taken Into consideration, I should advise
beginners to 6tart out on their initial lessons
on the very hottest da of the eaon The
reason for this is tbat the cold chills that
inevitab'e result from the experiment will
bo more than sufficient as thev chase each
other up and down the spine to cool orf tlie
most fevered bro v

The love of bicycling I an acquired taste
like that for caviarre aud saurkrauL
It is rarely, if otherwise, save, perhaps,
"vith children in who e range of thought
the considerations of the danger they run
does not have place Happv children!

Unhappy grown people, to whom the
thirst for knowledge comes in regard to
learning to ride the bicyclel It Eeems to
be a fev er that comes to all, Irrespective ot
age, color, or prvious condition of servi-

tude To each and all it comes in time,
and to each and all in turn there must he
the experience of a personal trial before
that fale appetite of tbe present day Is
whetted

Ihe experiences of others go for naught
It is the old story of Eve and the apples
We each not only w ant a taste of the fruit
but we want to pluck that fruit for our-

selves
If you start out to learn at one of the many

establishments in the city for that pur-
pose, you will be told that actresses and
children learn most readily Actresses be
cause of their lack of self confidence and
children becauso of their lack of self con-

sciousness
LOQUACIOUS RIDING TEACHERS
You will be told this and many things

If you will but listen Bicycle teachers
are strangely like barbers Their stock
of small talk, general knowledge and fund
of advice never seems to run out. It is
always there on tap, with tho differnece
from most things on tap, that it does not
wait for any effort on your part to start
it going

The trouble I bavo found Jn learning,
or attempting to learn to ride a bicycle
Is not so much the mechanical part of the
process, as it's to stave off tho volume of
advlco that meets you at every turn rrom
your friends Each and every one has
something to say on the subject, and as a
general thing, tills advice is of the most
conflicting kind To attempt to follow it
would result in a far speedier annihilation
than is like.ly to be your fate if you stick
to the wheel and go on trying in your own
way

The less a person really knows about the
wheel the greater w HI be the amount of ad
vice offered When there is no personal
experience whatever from which they
can draw, it is perfectly astonishing with
What nicety they can detail everything
that should be done by a beginner

This is naturally a trifle exasperating
at times, but as the rules of good society
will not admit of a woman swearing a
good, round swear In such emergencies,
she must just smile the best she can and
appear to lake It all In as law and gospel
It is difficult to accomplish, but it can
be done, I know whereof I speak, hav
Ing gone through the mill

The deepest, darkest moments of dls
couragement come not so much when "vou
are learning to ride upon a wheel not your
own property, but when you have suddenly
made up your mind to follow the lead of
the rest of the world and have actually
bought one of your very own

MOMENTS OF DESPAIR
Then come to you momepts ofself abnega-

tion, of deep, dark disgust that make you
want to hire some able bodied person to
make a football of you around a ten acre

lot You feel that you own a Minataur a
soulless Frankenstein, which It is impos-
sible to keep away from, and which yeCat
any moment is likely to hurl you to instant
annihilation, or at best reduce you to a col-

lection of brolcn and ill assorted bones
In need of the most skilled nrticulatlon

There arc persons who will te.ll you with
every appearance of truth and honesty that
riding the wheel is a delight, a Joy, tlie su-

premo pleasure of w hicli cannot be defined
In w ords Don't pay the slightest attention
to any such assertions The world Is full
of Ananlases and Saphlras It has not
changed In tills respect since the biblical
times, save that the number of them be
been steadily on the increase

Possibly artcr you learn to ride the wheel
w ell and cease to have that mortal fear of
instant death that stares you in the face
as a beginner thnre may be a pleasure in
it Of that Btagc I am not competent to
speak at present.

I have passed through almost every
other stage hovevor, and will most gladl.
welcome a change. Why then you asl

should a person feeling this way persist
In learning to master the wheel Why?
Ah, that is the riddle of the Sphynx, the
burning question of the hour, which no one
seems able to answer.

It is the fad of the hour, and therefore
as long as it lasts must be v.orked for all
it is worth At present it is at fever beat
aud not to ride the wheel is to mark one's
self xn oddity One docs not care to do
that, and therefore in the face of the most
appaliug discouragements the effort to
learn is persisted in

CRY OF THE AGE
No ore with any real stamina and grit in

them likes to feel that they have been mas
tcred The cry of the age is to overcome,
to burmount all obstacles, to rise superior
to circumstances Failure is for yester
day success Is the watchword of
cv en if it should happen to be that annihila-
tion sets in to morrow Tfe-- t, at least, i& We
creed of the New Woman, aud of tbe New
Man as well

It is not the "pap" stage, that in which
one has to be supported bodily in order to
keep their seat on theblcycle, thatUiesense
of danger is most keen It is the bread and
milk stage, after thesuppc-rtin- arm or hand
has been withdrawn and the beginner is
told to go it alone

Then come heights antl depths of feeling
which under ordinary circumstances are
entirely eliminated from your mental
make up It is positively surprising the ra-
pidity w itb which thought chases through
the brain, with which the fluctuations of
hope, Joy, and fear ruu races or madly canter
side by side

Fear is, however, the dark horse on which
It w ould he always safest to betln such cir
cumstances It invariably comes out well
Id tlie lead When the wheels begin to go
round for tlie first time after yon have
absolute aDd uncontrolled possession of the
handle bar, you feel as if the earth were
indeed revolving on its axis

ODly with the geographical difference
Uiat you feel yourself to be the axis and
that awful wheel, the earth and thefuilnesa
thereof You have sensations then, if you
have never had them before.

It v ou happen to take a header, as you un-
doubtedly w ill, since it is tlie merest ques-
tion of time, you will have moresensauons
lou will not only see stars and planetary
glories, but you will feel as though Time
had rolled back and y ou were in attendance
upon Uie oratorio of "CreaUon," when
"the morning stars sang together."

TRY IT AGAIN
You get righted, once more you sit erect

on the wheel, once more your bands grasp
the handle bar, there is a push from the
back, your attendant moves aside, and
you go spinning along For an inetant,
one brief estatic instant, you feel like a
bird skimming through the air, vou are
fairly flying along, buoyed up by an
unfcen agency The next, no angle worms
could crawl closer to the ground, no oenti
pdt have apparently more feet to spread
in all directions at the same time

The entire gamut of feelings is run far
quicker than by the ordinary methods of
thought That is the old, outof date method
The bicvele has instituted a new order of
things, that maks time honored theories
as to the rapidity of thought take a back
sat and completely retire from buelness

Tbere are many new things in the na
ture of surprises to be experienced in learn
ing to master the wheel Thought comes
in lightning flashes There are mental
kodak views of scenery that photograph
themselves upon the Inner consciousness as
one goes fly ing along m those brief spurts
of wheeling that come to the beginner

Then the eye, and too often the moot band
"ar as well, takes in quite as instanta-
neously the asphalt, the illimitable sprees
of concrete, that make our city in some
respects a joy and delight

Whatever else come3, there is alwavs
that question of the asphalt to be consid
ered as a resting place for the rider
and the wheel First and last tbe ques-

tion of the roadbed Is a most important
one to be taken Into consideration, whether
vo'untanly or otherwise

POWERS OF RESISTANCE
One of the thoughts that Is apt to come

to you as you recover yourself and sit up
or jump up, according u tbe celerity wb
which you have been floored in the first
pi ice, is has anTone with a turn for mathe-
matics and a calculating, statistical sort
of mind ever compute-- 1 the power of

circumstances
as must inevitably follow an attempt at
bicycling

The very worst, most discouraging
feature of it all, worse even than the acro-

batic properties of the wheel is the wobbles
This I must assert in all truth and honor
is the normal condition of the wheel when
it is operated by beginners The wobbles
is as much to be guarded against a3 an at-
tack of measles or chicken pox Litor
those epidemics it is all pervading while
it lasts and far more exhausting Like
thoso epidemics there Is but one cure
Time alone, coupled with the most per-

sistent endeavor of which human nature
13 capable

If any one tells you they have positively
had no trouble whatever In learning it is
not so Don't even trouble to harbor the
assertion for a flash of thought It is ut-

terly and entirely false
The one, sole, reassuring thought that

w 111 serve to enlighten Uie oUierwise Egyp
tian gloom of your early efforts Is that
each person who has succeeded In learning
has had to go through precisely the same
blood curdling experiences that are now
falling to your share

The time when you feel that you want a
shotgun is when you and the wheel are bav
ing an especially bad attack of tbe wob-
bles and sorno smiling friend heaves in
sight to tell you that what you want Is
simply to sit straight In the saddle Such
superfluous idiotic advice!

ADVICE OF TRIENDS
As though anyone would do otherwise

if they possibly could accomplish tbe
ordeal of bitting straight for two con-

secutive moments at a time Hardly had
this friend exhausted the vocabulary of
advice before another comes in sight and
after laughing hilariously at you and the
wobbling wheel, calls out for you to let
gothehandlebars.ortotouchtheniaslightly
as possible.

That tenacity with which a drowning-ma- n

grasps at a straw is as mere child's
play compared to the vigor and strength
with which the bicycle beginner grasps
the handle bars Of course, as soon as it
can be borne In upon the Inner consciousness
that it is possible to get along without
this death grip upon the handle bars, om
very Important obstruction to the road
to success has been removed

This adv Ice of touching the bars as lightly
aspossible 's really good and sound, worthy
to be held in remembrance, like that of sit--

We invite you to
call and inspect our
bjautiful fall stock,
consisting of the
choicest and new-

est designs in Par-
lor, Bedroom, and
Library Furniture,
as well as Carpets
in exquisite pat-

terns, Rugs, Bed-

ding, Iron Bed-stead- s,

&c.

WASH. B. WILLIAMS,
7th and D Streets.

ting straight, well balanced, and erest la
tbe saddle, but it te difficult to master atthe
start

Another very important bit of advice tabs
remembered smacks strongly of a Btaalc
House origin, inasmuch as it is IdeatlcaHy
tbe same as tbat which haunted Poor Jos.
It is to "Keep a roovin on "

Those same kind friends wbo Invariably
stop to pour out a flood of advice wtt ia--ev

itably end with this advice to keep
on It io a good, sound advice. PoMow

it if you can, I say to all begiKneis, and. an-
other mountain of obstruction wis be re-

moved from your path
KEEP A MOVIN' ON.

If only your patience holds out, ystti
friends will eventually satisfy themselves
on tbe score of giving you advice that is,
for the time being Then they win took wH
over your bicycle, inquire its make, poke
it patronizingly here and there, inspect the
lamp, tell you that you should bare gottsa
a different kind, bang your bell onee or
twice, perhaps bazaru Uie suggestion that

you have been taken in with a second-han- d

or useless article, then, as In desperactoa
you mount your wheel to court cteata, K
need be, they wiH call out as yoo speed

awav in the distance, that advice that ren-
dered poor Jobs life a weariness aoe
burden of the flesh

You may feel that nothing short of
breaking all tbe commandments at oefH
swoop is going to satisfy you aftar soca
experiences with tbe wheel, but If joa
only have tbe gift to bold out you wiH
undoubtedly live to succeed in riding the.
wheel and rising superior to all such petty
anonyances. Perhaps you may even ttvo
to bedevil some other poor mortal of a
beginner witb advice and comment. Oae
never knows what they are eapaoio of
until the emergency 19 pass.

Tbere are some points to be rememberod
whatever else is forgotten, and these ae
to tbe effect tbat one must to srlf itrfnags
set up a private pharmacy la this muss
to kept an ever ready, promptly accesafMtt
supplv of alcohol. Pond's Extract, aratea,
a bottle of household ammonia, a scrubhsag
brush, a whisk broom, and vaseline. To
this may be added camphor and salts.

It is essential to have bandy a riill of
old sort linen, and it is best to bavo the
kitchen fire always kept up to the point
of supplying hot watr for a bath as uy
and all times of tbe day and night-Ther- e

h another remedy tbat mast so
added It consists very largely of aa
unlimited supply of Christian fortttmte,
an endless power of endurance, an unbooadv
ed faith in one's own powers of ultimate
achievement, and a bravery real or as-

sumed, that reck v not of stops or stays
by the road to success. It may be difficult
to collect and keep it, but it is absolute-
ly essential in learning to ride the wheel.

Wbat are my ideas on tbe very much, agi-
tated Question of a suitable costume for
tbe bicycle Honestly, I have bo very
definite ones at present, but as my frleous
have takeuthe matter in band, ami are taBc-In- g

it over In hot discussion, there seeps lo
little if any reason why I should expendasy
gray matter ou tbat score.

Wbat If their ultimate decision sfaookl
conflict with my own wishes or ideas of
propriety, you say7 I should simply de
as every other daughter of Eve does, re-

gardless of tbe advice or open expostula-
tion of that jury of Irleads
aviog the matter 4a charge, suit myself.

GEORIANXA GADABOUT- -

Two Mysterlou-- . Exports.
A very tall, lank man, with a short

corpulent companion, entered an Aveaoo
pool-roo- tbe other night and see&red two
cues It was not long before the table
was surrounded by a crowd Tbe game
was indeed an interesting one, as It was
remarkable for tbe ease with which the
players used tbeir cues and number of
points made without a mu-- on either sMo,
was marvelous Tbe tall, lank maa bad
just made fifteen points and tbe small
man was, on bis ninth when a naaa.whe
bad vacated bis table to watch tho game,
remarked

"That s the best game I've ever witr
nessed "

Tbe tall man lifted bisear
"Stranger, ' said be, "for a cool tea I

can make fifty strikes without mieelug a
ball"

"It's a go," responded tbe straaftsr.
"Putup "

All interest was centered on the two,
while the little man made another bes of
ten with tbe pool room proprietor Taking
up the cue with an indifferent abr, the
stranger waited until tbe balls were
arranged, and by a quick movement of
tbe pole sent tbe cue ball flying One
point was made Again the "man" was
shot and another Ecore made A third,
fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, twentieth,
and forty-nint- h were recorded, aad tbo
balls lay on the green cloth in such a
relative position tbat all except tbe stogie
player and bis short partoer held theJr
breatb Tbe ball sped out It struck a
cushion, rebounded, made another eusbfoa
contact, tipped a ball and rolled out
toward another All remained mute uattl
tbe white sphere struck and barely moved
the other ball

Then all present, including the uettocs,
rent the air with a shout, two x's changed.
bands and the strangers were about to
leave. "When stopped by the proprietor aad
asked their names one responded

"You know us or would know us It we
told you our names, but we won't. Good
night "

A centleman who tells the story de-

scribee tbe tall man as being slightly
stoop shouldered having a drooping: au-

burn mustache, black derby and clothes,
and a diamond star necktie pta 1b Ms
cravat His voice is thin and feminine.

The other is shorter than medium, no
beard, very stout, wearing a small pearl
in his tie and a heavy link wateh chain.
Who are they?

Openlnsr of the Tnlv ersal Honsof ar
liKlmis Store t --duy at 8 o'clock at
512 .Siiitli treet nortliwest.


